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JURASSIC
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VirtualSwanage

Durlston to Priest Way
This is a 4 mile walk around Durlston Country Park and the Townsend Nature Reserve which 
crosses part of Priests Way.The walk offers stunning views over the Isle of Purbeck, the 
Jurassic Coast and across to the Isle or Wight.

1. Start
Lat, long: 50.59574, -1.95505 - OS: SZ 03278 77335
Start from Car Park at Durlston Country park and follow tarmac path down back 
towards Swanage

2. Gate
Lat, long: 50.59876, -1.95595 - OS: SZ 03214 77672
Go left at the rough track and cross the road going through stile and continue west 
across field to wooden gate

3. Gate
Lat, long: 50.59846, -1.95839 - OS: SZ 03041 77638
At wooden gate go through gate and follow track to top-left corner of the field with 
second gate.

4. Gate
Lat, long: 50.59737, -1.96061 - OS: SZ 02884 77517
At gate bear left up and across field to wooden gate. Can be muddy in winter.

5. Gate
Lat, long: 50.59657, -1.96306 - OS: SZ 02711 77428
At wooden gate turn right and follow track down hill to stile/gate

6. Stile / Gate
Lat, long: 50.59826, -1.96357 - OS: SZ 02674 77616
Go through gate and follow path down field to metal gate

Directions

Distance: 4 miles
Ascent: 140m (approx)
Start Point: Durlston Country Park Car Park
Coordinates: Latitude: 50.59574° N, Longitude: -1.95505° W        (OS) SZ 03278 77335

Safety Tips: Stay on marked paths, especially near cliff edges. Wear suitable footwear –
paths can be uneven and slippery. Keep children and dogs under close supervision near
the cliffs. Check the weather forecast before your walk. Mobile phone coverage can be
patchy along the coast
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7. Metal Gate
Lat, long: 50.59984, -1.96345 - OS: SZ 02683 77791
Go through metal gate and follow track up hill and down until you come to a wooden 
gate on left side.

8. Gate
Lat, long: 50.60384, -1.96432 - OS: SZ 02621 78236
Turn left at the wooden gate into the Townsend nature reserve.

9. Wooden turn gate
Lat, long: 50.60304, -1.96951 - OS: SZ 02254 78147
When you reach the wooden gate at the far side of the Townsend nature reserve go 
through the gate onto the road a turn right down the hill.

10. Metal gate
Lat, long: 50.60330, -1.96982 - OS: SZ 02232 78176
A short distance down the hill you will come to a metal gate on your left. Go through the 
gate into the caravan park and go right along the road. Follow the road as it goes left 
until you come to the third T-junction. Turn right down the hill and the and then left at the 
next junction. Continue straight ahead until you come to a cross roads where you go 
straight across. The road goes up a shallow hill before turning right, there should be a 
stile on your left a short distance down the hill.If you get lost in the caravan park keep 
heading in a westerly direction and you should come out on a road on the far side of the 
park which goes from the top of the park to the bottom. The stile is near the top end of 
this road.

11. Wooden stile
Lat, long: 50.60417, -1.97298 - OS: SZ 02009 78273
Go through the stile and follow the wide path along the lower edge of the field above a 
caravan park.

12. Metal Turn Gate
Lat, long: 50.60411, -1.97629 - OS: SZ 01774 78266
Cross the road and go up the hill a short distance until you come to a footpath on the 
right. Follow the footpath through the metal gate and across the field until you come to 
an abandoned stone quarry.

13. Metal Gate and turn left
Lat, long: 50.60402, -1.97948 - OS: SZ 01548 78256
Go around the quarry building to the right and left through a metal gate and left up the 
steep stone track, following the sign post for Durlston.

14. Gate
Lat, long: 50.59545, -1.97911 - OS: SZ 01575 77303
At the top of the hill go straight ahead through the gate and south across the field to the 
next gate.

15. Gate
Lat, long: 50.59423, -1.97909 - OS: SZ 01576 77167
Go through the gate and follow the stone wall on your left down the hill.
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16. Turn left
Lat, long: 50.59353, -1.97920 - OS: SZ 01569 77089
When you reach the end of the stone wall turn left and follow the track along the top of 
the field. This track will be muddy in the winter.

17. Broken wall
Lat, long: 50.59348, -1.97613 - OS: SZ 01786 77084
Go through the gap in the broken stone wall and follow the footpath west across the 
field towards Durlston Country Park.

18. Wooden kissing gate
Lat, long: 50.59309, -1.97269 - OS: SZ 02029 77040
At the wooden kissing gate go right along the footpath for a few meters until you reach 
the top ridge of the hill and then turn left following the footpath until you reach the next 
stone wall.

19. Stone stile
Lat, long: 50.59310, -1.96888 - OS: SZ 02299 77042
At the stone wall climb over the stone stile and bear left down across the field away from 
the sea and into the valley. The path will come to a t-junction at the base of the valley 
where you go east following the footpath until you reach a wooden gate,

20. Wooden gate
Lat, long: 50.59424, -1.96526 - OS: SZ 02555 77169
At the wooden gate go straight ahead and follow the path up towards Durlston with the 
lighthouse on your right.

21. Wooden kissing gate
Lat, long: 50.59454, -1.96254 - OS: SZ 02748 77203
At the wooden kissing gate continue east straight ahead until you reach the road and 
another wooden gate which may be open or closed depending on whether there are 
animals in the field.

22. Tarmac Road
Lat, long: 50.59463, -1.95790 - OS: SZ 03076 77213
Follow the road east under the trees until you reach the car park and the end of your 
walk.
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Route Map:

Map data from OpenStreetMap


